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1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER RAZAK WILL VISIT SAUDI ARABIA AND 
PERSIAN GULF STATES IN LATE JANUARY AS PART OF MALAYSIAN MOVE 
TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ISLAMIC NATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE DEC. 31, PM RAZAK ANNOUNCED HE WILL 
VISIT SAUDI ARABIA, QATAR, KUWAIT AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES IN 
LATE JANUARY "TO STRENGTHEN FURTHER OUR RELATIONS WITH THESE 
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ALSO, RAZAK'S VERY BRIEF (AND OTHERWISE UNNOTEWORTHY) DISCUSSION 
OF FOREIGN RELATIONS ISSUES IN NEW YEAR S MESSAGE SINGLED OUT 
ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE IN LATE JUNE 1974 AS 
"HELPING TO BRING MALAYSIA CLOSER IN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ISLAMIC COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY MIDDLE EASTERN STATES." 

3. ACCORDING TO A SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL, RAZAK WILT. 

DEPART O/A JAN. 15 AND SPEND ABOUT TWO WEEKS OR SO IN MIDDLE 
EAST. IT NOT KNOWN WHETHER RAZAK PLANS VISIT OTHER ME CAPITALS 
INFORMALLY OR FOR REST PURPOSES, BUT WE HAVE HEARD THAT TEHRAN 
IS ON ITINERARY ALSO. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, 

PARLIAMENT DEC. 20 APPROVED GOM PARTICIPATION IN ISLAMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT BANK; ENABLING LEGISLATION, HOWEVER, DOES NOT SPECIFY 
LEVEL OF GOM CONTRIBUTION TO BANK. GOM HAS INCREASED INTEREST 
IN ECONOMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS WITH ME NATIONS AS ILLUSTRATED 
BY NOV-DEC TRADE MISSION TO BAHRAIN, OMAN, DUBAI, QATAR, 

KUWAIT, LEBANON AND IRAN WHICH REPORTEDLY RESULTED IN APPROX 
US$7 MILLION SALES OF FOOD, ELECTRONICS GEAR, TIMBER PRODUCTS, 
FOOTWARE, PEWTER AND HANDICRAFTS. ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS, 
DELEGATION (WHICH INCLUDED GOVT AND PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES) 
FELT THERE IS GREAT LONG-TERM POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH IN MALAYSIAN 
TRADE WITH MIDDLE EAST, BUT RECOGNIZED THAT LACK OF REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SHIPPING TO ME AND PERSIAN GULF PORTS IS RESTRAINING 
FACTOR. 

4. COMMENT: TOGETHER WITH PROMOTION OF REGIONAL COOPERATION 
THROUGH ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) AND 
IDENTIFICATION WITH NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT, EFFORT TO HEIGHTEN 
RELATIONS WITH ISLAMIC NATIONS IS PRINCIPAL STRAIN IN CURRENT GOM 
FOREIGN POLICY. GOM HAS IN RECENT MONTHS ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH PERSIAN GULF STATES (REF A) AND SEVERAL ME NATIONS 
INCLUDING LIBYA AND IRAQ HAVE OPENED EMBASSIES HERE. 

HOLDING OF FIFTH ISLAMIC FONMINS' CONF IN KL (REF B), AS PM RAZAK 
NOTED IN HIS NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS, ENHANCED MALAYSIA'S IDENTIFICA- 
TION WITH ISLAMIC NATIONS AND ME NATIONS IN PARTICULAR. RAZAK’S 
VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA AND PERSIAN GULF, THEN, REPRESENTS CONTINU- 
ING EFFORT TO CULTIVATE THESE RELATIONS, THOUGH WE NOTE RAZAK'S 
TOUR IS LIMITED TO MORE CONSERVATIVE ARAB STATES. 
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